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72 HE 7 fubſance of this little Treati iſe which 

1s offered to the Public, WAs drawn up for 
the uſe of a particular Friend; who had been 
crerciſed with" the loſs of ſeveral of his tender 
Ofipring, in a flate of Infancy. And it is by 
ſpecial  defire, it now makes its appearance in 
Print. The ſentiment contained in it, is the re efult 
of deliberate thought on the ſubject. Which in 
itſelf is important, as it has to do with a very 
confiderable part of the human race; and is 
therefore not unworthy a | particular invęſtiga- 
tron. 


Many ſerious perſons have laboured under fore 
trials, and the ſufferings of their minds have been 
great; not only for the loſs of their engaging 
Babes, but through an uncertainty alſo of their 
future Happineſs. Thus they continue, until 
length of time weakens ſuch acute ſenſations, and 

A2 the 


the remembrance of the beloved object, gradually 
wears off. | 


As an Aides RP fach 3 com. 
plaints, this little Piece is preſented. Which by 
a careſul inſpection, and an impartial attention 
to the Arguments uſed, and the Advice grven ; 
the Author hopes <vill not fail of proving a 
ſuitable Remedy. Nor is it propaſed, merely 
to footh the imagination, vr only to afford ſome 
temporary relief.; but it is calculated to yield a 
permanent placidity of mind. In the pefſorm- 
ance of which, Clearneſs and Conciſeneſs have 
been aimed at: ——_— theſe ends be actorplr bn 
ed, he preſumes not to fay ; but ſubmits it to the 
judgment of the candid Reader. That a divine 
bleſſing may attend the peruſal of it, is the fits 
cere prayer of your Joul's well-wifher, 


D. GILLARD. 


H aktixnedtith, 
Feb, 29, 1787. 
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ONCERNING the State of Infants 

ho die in Infancy, there have been 
many 3 That the right of pri- 
vate judgment, touching this or any other 
Subject is, the undoubted privilege of every 
man, cannot be denied; provided it be 
under certain regulations and reſtrictions: 
which are indiſpenſably neceſſary here 
Scripture Evidence is particularly wanting. 
And although the Tapic under conſider- 
ation, hath not the advantage of ſuch full 
and clear aſſiſtance, which the Doctrines of 
the Goſpel in general have; yet it being of 
pruverſal concern to mankind, the Author 
| hath 
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hath permitted the following pages to al 
ear. And as he hath no other end to an- 
{wer in their publication, than that of admi- 
niſtring relief to the minds of diſconſolate 
Parents, under — — of _ _ Off- 
i and tq illuſtrate as hel apprehends 
Ke of 8 10 he bay 
carefully avoided, whatſoever might tend to 
miſguide the judgment of the former, or 
eclipſe the glory of the latter. And there- 
fore doth no 0 b infer the Happineſs 
conſequence of their being, 
FixsT, The ee of believing Pa- 
rents. Nor 
4 SECONDLY, Becauſe a avodart prevailing 
re 
_ weng. hath N performed. © on them 
TrirDLY, From an Opinion, that the 
do not derive a polluted nature from eir 
remote Anceſtor. Vote n 07 O. K. 1 
{Ir is veryiprobable, ſome Have Ebrchided 
the ſafety of their fate, from ſome ſuch im- 
proper prinęiples; While others may have 
equally bertedo in expreſſing themſelves in 


too ſqyere rene, and unguarded languag © 14 | 
ing them. SEO vic WIN 
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> diveſt iche-Bubject of al aj *. 
ſeverity, the following very Fran 
ſentiments have been adopted. _ 
I. Tua the Souls of Infants on the 
Diſſolution of the Body, fall into a ſtats of 
Annihilation.“ But the ſuppoſition tHat all, 
of any of them at their deceaſe, drop into 
ſuch a ſtate of nonentity, appears u r 
inſuppartable. For 
1. There is not even chai moſt diſtant 
hint, throughout all the Sacred pages, that 
any are ſubjected to, or will ever undergo, a 
total extinction of their Being in this Senſe. 
2. The Hypotheſts neeeſſarily implies an 
Idea of Merit in adults ; for want of which, 
e Anfants are ſuppoſed to be improper 
ubjects of a future happy exiſtence. But 
the ſalvation neither of — one nor the other, 
can, conſiſtent with Divine Revelation, be 
eſtabliſned on this principle. The point is 
already diſeuſſed. determined: aud Fally, de- 
cided by its concurring teſtumony z which 
ſettles it onthis; immovęable baſis, f that 
Lit is, motto works, leſt any man. ſhould 
9 boaſt n TRE dying Malefactor on the. 


*Epheſ. ii. 8, 9. Rom. xi. 6, 2 Tink. 3 i. g. 
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phical Liſt, a- 


rey, as an in- 


Guat appears in the biggr 
mong hk who Garde 
conteſtible proof hereof . 

3. The ſentimant materially operates a- 
gainſt the Scripture-Account, of a general 
I euros 40 e. 7 

agi The Suppoſ tion, aber Millions of 
Souls are brought into being for mo other 
puxpeſe, chan to inhabit Enfant Bodies, for x 
few / Days,. Weeks, or Manths:; is incom- 
patible with our co dans of che e 
and the nature of the Soul. 

II. SIMIL AR to the former, cho, leſs 
Ble, is mother Opinion; mely, 
*% a the Souls of i lufants aftep the de- 
+ coats, cexift n ia ſtate of everlaſti Inſfen- 
„ flbikity:"! The bare mention af this No- 
tion, r di is fufficient, to cauſd every 
candid, Rradar to withhold his aſſent from 

amd ihert ore e ſhall not net b 
Duma corrfutation fit. unnd 3 to ect 
II ANOTHER O Pinien hath alſo been 
e begeeh hiehi ſeems to come much near- 
cr thetradh 1.-e, „ That all EI Infants 


dying in Infaney, ate undoubtedly faved.” 
But then, as re Infant can poſſibly give the 
leaft teſtimony; whether itbe/of that num- 


bet; lolno Parent ean by any means draw 
full ſatisfaRtion from it: but every one's 


3 | * Luke XXili, 41, 42, 43. 
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ful ſuſpenſe. * . 

The Idea purſued in this Treatiſe is, the 
probability that ALL who Die in a ſtate 
of Infancy, are Eledted; and therefore cer- 
tainly ſaved. The ſentiment fully corre- 


ſponds, with the Wiſdom, Holineſs, Mercy, 


and Juſtice of God. Without admitting of 


which, we muſt feel ourſelves involved in in- 
extricable difficulties ; and be under the 
diſagreeable neceſſity, of repreſenting him 
more inexorably ſevere towards them, than 
can poſſibly be proved, either from Scrip- 
ture or Reaſon. It is needful to diſtinguith 
between Infants and Adults, and alfo be- 


tween Juſtice and Severity. Arguments every 


where abound, to confirm the equity and 
propriety of the former; but there are none 


that any where oeeur, to aſſiſt and ſtrengthen 


the latter. Thus there is no undue Severity 


exerciſed, in eternally puniſhing an Obdu- 


rate Tranſgreſſour; for it is the juſt deme- 
rit and reward of his Sin. But was an inno- 
cent Babe to be treated in like manner, it 
would appear quite the reverſdGm. 
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mind, muſt be held in a tate of very doubt- 
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would be doing the 
He did not die in Infancy; it was otherwiſe 
decreed, and he lived to a conſiderable age. 
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The „men ariſing ow 1 the Caſe o Eſau, 
9 removed. | 
© Oz 4 <5 | 


No the children being not yet born, 
neither having done any good or evil, 
14 that the purpoſe ſeof e God, according to elec- 
tion might Hand, not of works, but of 
that calleth; it was ſaid unto her 
i Rebecca] The elder ſhall ſerve the young- 
© er. As it is Written, Jacob have I loved, 
6 but: Eſau have I hated * | „ e 
Theſe 4 th if properly | conſidered in 
connexion wit the hiſtorical account given 
of Eſau; will be found not to contain any 
ſuch meaning, as by ſome may be frared.- 
To infer, from its. being ſaid of him that he 
was hated, that therefore: the Lord hates or 
rejects, any who d =; in a ſtate, of Infancy, 
ext the greateſt Injuſtice. 


Therefore he cannot be admitted as a prece- 
dent, in the caſe of Infant preterition or re- 
jection. The words confirm the 3 ITE 


®* Rom. ix. 11, 12, 13. 


15 = doctrine, 
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doctrine, of perſonal predeſtination ; but not 
of Infant perdition. In ſhort, if we take the 
narration given of him, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe; 
he is no more a proof of their deſtruction, 
than any other impenitent irreclaimable ſin- 
ner now upon the earth. Which in fact, is 
no proof at all. i OO 
. 
The Difficulty ariſing from a Notable Paſſage in 


Iſaiah, removed. 


LEST any ſhould be diſcouraged, through 
a miſtaken apprehenſion, that the notable 
paſſage in Is Al AH Ixv. 20. implies the future 
miſery of Infants, we ſhall briefly inveſti- 
gate it. The words are as follow. There 
„ ſhall be no more thence an Infant of days, 
„ nor an old Man that hath not filled his 
„days; for the child ſhall die an hundred 
« years old, but the ſinner being an hundred 
«years old ſhall be accurſed.“ 7 
The words evidently contain a promiſe of 
longevity, to the riſing generation of the 
Jewiſh. nation; and intimate, but few in- 


ſtances of mortality, ſhould happen to their 


Infant race: but that from Children, they 
ſhould grow up to manhood, and live to a 
good old age. Notwithſtanding, if any a- 
mong them, who had equally been preſerv- 
ed in exiſtence, even to the age of an hun- 


dred years; and had impenitently continued 


B 3 in 
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in the practice of iniquity, ſuch an aged ſinner 
ſhould die accurſed. This appears to be the 

lain and proper meaning of the Text. Here 
is not the Jeaſt hint, that can poſſibly coun- 


tenance the moſt diſtant thought, that any 


who die in a State of Infancy, will be eter- 
nally loſt. le 46 | 


CH 4:2. AV. | > 
ARGUMENTS, in Support of the Probability, of the 
Future Happineſs of Infants, offered. 
„ £ © '# 3p 
\ \ TY HATSOEVER equity appears, in 
the diſtribution of impartial Juſtice, 
in any one given inſtance thereof amongſt 
men; is only a faint image of JEHovAn's 
conduct; who poſſeſſes it to an infinite de- 
gree ; and will exerciſe it in full perfection, 
on every individual object of the human race. 
To the Sinner, it will be dreadful and de- 
ſtructive; to the Saint, —_— and ſalu- 
tary. Pious Abraham ſeems to have enter- 
tained, a proper notion of this divine Attri- 
bute; which is manifeſt in his remarkable 
conference with the ALMIGHTY ; in which 
he uſes the 'moſt earneſt ſolicitations, that 
he would not indiſcriminately deſtroy, the 
righteous with the wicked, in the execu- 
tion of his impending judgment, on the in- 
habitants of Sodom. And accordingly he 
8 pleads 
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pleads thus. Peradventure there be fift 

« righteous within the City: wilt thou alſo 
« deſtroy and not ſpare the place for the fifty 
« righteous that are therein ? That be far 
« from thee to do after this manner, to ſlay 
the righteous with the wicked, and that 
« the righteous ſhould be as the wicked: 
« that be far from thee: ſhall not the Judge 
« of all the earth do right“? This mode 


of reaſoning, together with the occaſion of 


it, is not foreign from that which might very 
ſuitably be uted, in favour of Infants who 
die fach ; while flagrant offenders meet their 
e +. It is as nearly a pa- 
rallel caſe, as any that can be found. For 
although Infants and Adults ſtand on an 
equal footing, conſidered in their fallen ſtate, 
yet not ſo in a e view. It is true they 
are tainted with original pollution, but it is 


equally true they contract no guilt; on which 


account it is not unreaſonable to think, that 
they will not be made eternally miſerable, 
purely for the ſin of their nature. Can it be 
thought that no diſtinction is made between 
inoffenſive Infants, and atrocious Sinners? 
Muſt they in the end be promiſcuoufly blend- 
ed together in one common ruin, as though 
equally criminal and equally obnoxious? And 


* Get. Xviii. 24, 25. 

+ Infants ſuffering death in common with others, under ſome 
fore calamity ; is no proof at all, of the future miſery of either 
of them, | 
| muſt 
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muſt they hear the dreadful ſentence pro. 
nounced againſt them, go ye curſed into 
«everlaſting fire? May we not with pro- 
14 priety here uſe, the before mentioned empha- 
11 tic deprecation ? Far be it from thee O Lonp, 
1 far be it from thee to do after this manner 
: „For juſt and true are thy ways thou King 
of Saints“. Riga 14 8 
Should it be replied, that the degree of 
puniſhment, is proportionable to the degree 
of ſin committed, (which probably may be 
the Caſe touching Adults; the leaſt degree 
of which, no doubt will be dreadful and 
intolerable) But if this be admitted, the 
Argument hath nearly reached its end; for 
we are obligated to acknowledge that they 
cannot be puniſhed for actual Sin. It there- 
fore neceſſarily follows, that as conſciouſneſs 
of evils perſonally committed, enters into, 
and conſtitutes in no ſmall degree, a convic- 
tion of the propriety of during the tor- 
ments of the damned; that Infants can poſ- 
ſeſs no ſuch conſciouſneſs. And by neceſſary 
con ſequence alſo, we from hence conclude, 
that they were never appointed unto ſuch a 
ſtate; but choſen to eternal life, in and 
through the merits of our LORD Jes vs 
CHRIST. A 
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Rev. xv. 3. 
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ARGU- 


ARGUMENT II. 


SHOULD it be objected that the Atl 
MIGHTY foreſeeing all the crimes, that ſuch 
who die in a ſtate of Infancy would commit, 
if continued longer in exiſtence; may con- 
ſiſtent with his juſtice, for ever puniſh them 
on that account.---Let it be remembered, 


that this is an improper, and very inconclu- 


five way of reaſoning ; and altogether un- 
worthy the moral perfections of the Divine 
Being. To puniſh a man for crimes he never 
committed, nor ever thought of committing, 
nor ever would, or poſſibly could commit; is 
contrary to all Law, Juſtice and Humanity 
among men: yea the very Idea of ſuch a 
cruel action, is truly ſhocking. 

But to' return, the Premiſes are not true. 


God (with reverence be it ſpoken) does not 


foreſee, that crimes would be committed by 
any who die in a ſtate of Infancy ; for he has 
appointed, determined, and decreed the du- 
ration 'of their being : therefore all things 


which attend them, within the compaſs of 


their ſhort exiſtence, are objects of his fore- 
knowledge, and no more. For whatſoever is 
poſſible to be known, is known by him; but 
that which was not the object either of his 
decree, or permiſſion, could have no exiſtence 


in his eternal mind. As for inſtance, he could 


not know that truth would ever become falſe- 


hood, evil good, or heaven hell. No more 


could 
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16 FUTURE HAPPINESS 


could he know that thoſe who die in a ſtate 
of Infancy, would ever actually incur his diſ- 
pleaſure. His 2 there fore, cannot paſs 
ſentence of condemnation upon them, for any 
defects ſuppoſed to be foreſeen or foreknown 
by him, ++ for his Judgment is according to 
tl * ” ) I. | 


ARGUMENT III. 


THE Heirs of ſalvation, are all of them, 
as much the objects of divine notice, care and 
complacency in their Infant State, as when 
any of them arrive to years of maturity. For 
the choice of them to Grace here, and Glory 
hereafter, is not determined in time, but from 
eternity; for they were © choſen in CHRIS 
„ before. the foundation of the world. 
Therefore there can be no more real worthi- 
neſs, in either of them who live to be orna- 
ments in their day; than there is in an Infant 
who quits the world in that ſtate. No, for 
if any ſuppoſed goodneſs (for there is no real) 
be admitted, ſuch Infants have the undoubted 
advantage of the other; for they come by far, 
the neareſt to Adam in a ſtate of innocency ; 
and by parity of reaſon, much nearer the 
fountain of holineſs. Would it not therefore 
be highly incongruous to conclude, that the 
moſt innocent, and pure I beings amongſt all 
3 * Rom. ii. 2. IEpheſ. i. 4. 

4 The phraſe, pure, is uſed in a comparative ſenſe. 


"OF INFANTS. | 17 


the human race; ſhould fall victims to divine 
wrath, and become the prey and portion of 
the Prince of Darkneſs ? Methinks Mercy in 
all her tendereſt form ſteps forward here, and 
in language full of compaſſion, benevolence 
and love, addrefles impartial Juſtice, -which 
hears and grants the reaſonable requeſt.---- 
Spare them from going down to the pit, I 
have found a ranſom for them “.“ 


ARGUMENT lv. 


IHE eminent Apoſtle of the Gentiles, in 
one of his Epiſtles to the Church at Corinth; 
reminds ſome of the Members of it, of their 
former natural ſtate and imprudent conduct: 
having ſo done, he makes a tranſition, and 
congratulates them on the happy change, and 
ſtriking alteration, which divine Grace had 
effected in them. And makes uſe of it as a 
motive, to induce them to a becoming temper 
and converſation, and accordingly addrelles 
them thus. Know ye not that the unrighte- 
5 ous ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God ? 
Be not deceived; neither fornicators, nor 
* jdolaters, nor adulterers, &c. Nor thieves, 
nor covetous, nor-drunkards, nor revilers, 
90 nor extortioners, ſhall inherit the kingdom 
of Gop. And. ſuch were ſome of you : 
but ye are waſhed, but ye are ſanctified, 
but ye are juſtified, in the name of the 


* Job Kii. 24. 


C «© LORD 
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„ Lonp Jxsus, and by the Spirit of our 
% Gop *,” Now if ſuch be the freeneis and 
fullneſs of divine grace, that All manner of 
fin and blaſphemy ſhall be forgiven. unto 
% men +,” and the heinous tran reſſions of 
ſuch atrocious characters compleatly remov- 
ed; is there not reaſon to hope, that original 
fin, will not be retained as the immediate 
cauſe of the puniſhment of Infants ? Shall 
ſuch who have been many years willing 
{laves to Satan, and have finned with an high 
hand and an outſtretched arm, re ſay- 
ing (at leaſt their conduct loudl VP proclaiming 

it) “ what is the AT MGRHT V that we thou 

„ ſerve him? Depart from us: for we 
«< fire not the knowledge, of thy ways?. — 
Shall ſuch after all 6btain mac Are ſuch 
ho trample on His authority, deſpiſe his law, 
ſcoff at his word, and treat His, OR: s With 
— ity and contempt ; choſen, called, and 
| ned! Are ſome of "thoſe who' ufe by 


impotent efforts, to ſully his declaratibe glg 
ry, to diſturb his moral government; 
Who daritigly<tnſtre His conduct, wants ly 
abuſe his agent, and o Aitiarety "Fafa 
yield obedience to him; yer note lng 
all this, received into "the immediate? favour 
of their Gop.?* If Rook av 'engrtn6us 4 «Ne 
= IE ,and Gon 0 

reely acquittet, i 18 Abel © not. great Tea Fn C 


iz i} IF * 71e 
1 Cor. vi. 9, 10, 11, +Ma, xii. 31. + Job xxi. 14, 15- 


hope, 
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hope, ; that harmleſs undefi gning 2 In fants, 


who never raiſed their little hands againſt 
their Maker, who never tranſgreffed their 


heavenly Father's will, neither in deed, word, 


g nor thoug hi 3 and who ſtand char eable, only 
with an. unavoidable depravity of nature“: 


it us to repeat the enquiry, is there not 


reaſon to hope, they are mercifully abfolved 


ARGUMENT v. 
«SUFFER little children to come 


ei unto me, and forbid them not, for of ſuch 


* Here is not the leaft intention to extenuate original fin. No, 
by no means, for we have the. moſt indubitable evidence, of its 
diſmal, univerſal, and fatal effects. The whole human race is 
hereby debaſed, and contaminated. And were there no other ar- 
guments to prove the imputation of it, than Infant pairs and In- 
fant death, they are fufficient to confirm it. But ſcripture, obſer- 


vation, and experience, give their united teſtimony, to this ſolemn 
and important truth. An inſpired penman, in his nervous rea- 
oning on the ſubject, aſſerts, By one man ſin entered into the 


world, and death by fn; and ſo death paſſed upon all men, 


«for that all have finned *.”” The royal Pſalmiſt was alſo per- 
ſwaded of the truth of it, and felt its baneful effects; which he 
plainly diſcovers, by his full and unreſerved confeſſion of it.— 
** "Behold I was in miquity, and in fin did my mother 
*« conteive me , Job ſtrengthens the ſame doctrine, by put- 
ting à univerſal negative on this memorable interrogation. --- 
10 Who can bring a 7. thing out of an unclean? Not one , 


Pertinent to the ſame purpoſe ſings the evangelic poet. 


“ What mortal powers from things unclean 
Can pure productions bring? | 
«© Who can command a vital dura 

From an infected ſpring ?'? | 

et | Watts, 
„Rom. w 12. 1 Pfalm li. 3. fJobxiv. 4. 
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<« is the kingdom of God.” Luke, xviii. 16. 
Theſe words with their parallels, have been 


thought to include, the right of Infants to a 
certain Goſpel inſtitution; 

contain no ſuch meaning. The laſt clauſe, 
is that which we more immediately have in 


ut they evidently 


view. i. e. For of ſuch is the kingdom of 
God. To which it may be replied, that the 
diſpoſition of Infants, not their perſons, is 
here intended; which ſeems to be ſtrength- 
ened bythe ſubſequent verſe. 

Or it may be ſaid, that if our Lord did 
intend the Perſons of Infants, that he did not 
intend all of them. Of/uch is the kingdom 

{2 It 18 
agreed on all hands, that ſome of the Infant 
race will be ſaved. But it is to be obſerved, 
that there is equally as much authority, we 
may venture to add much more from the in- 
{pired writings, to conclude that 40 of them 
will be ſaved, as there is for a part only. Nor 
is there a ſingle Text (that we know of) to 
diſprove it. However, 1f the condeſcending 
Redeemer did not intend their perſons, but 
their diſpoſition; it ſtill furniſhes us, with a 
ſuitable argument in their favour. For it 
plainly ſhews, there was ſomething in them 
agreeable to him, and worthy to be imitated 
by his Diſciples. Hence he aſſures them, 
verſe 17. whoſoever ſhall not receive the 
* kingdom of Go as a little child, ſhall in 
6 no wiſe enter therein,” Matthew has it 

more 
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more full. Verily I ſay unto you, except 


« ye be converted, and become as little child- 
ren, yeſhall not enter into the kingdom of 


„ Heaven *. From hence it is alſo equall 


certain, that he did not confider them in ſo 


criminal a light, as perſons of riper years.--- 


And if this was the caſe in reference to the 
children in queſtion, who probably were not 
Infants ; then it conſequently follows, that 
thoſe who are, and who die in that ſtate ; 
cannot be thought to be more exceptionable, 
or leſs 2 to him. From the whole, 
we may humbly hope, that he graciouſly en- 
ged to fave them, and compaſſionately ſhed 
25 blood, to make an atonement for them. 


ARGUMENT VI. 


« FOR we muſt all appear before the 
« Judgment-ſeat of CHRIST, that every one 
* may receive the things done in his body, 
« according to that he dach done, whether 
* it be good or bad +.” In theſe words we 
are informed of a future judgment, of the 
auguſt perſon, who will act in the character 
and capacity of a ſupreme Judge, on th 
ſolemn occaſion ; the certainty that all ſhall 
appear before him, together with the great 
end and deſign of it. Namely that every 
one may receive the things done in his body, 


* Matt. xyii. 3s 7 2 Cor. V. 10. 
| &c. 
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'&c. We ESP all appear; to be ſearched, 
examined and fifted. And if found guilty 


of violating his law, abuſing his goodneſs, 
and deſpiſing his goſpel , ſhall receive the 


Juft ſentence of our final doom; and * go 
* into everlaſting puniſhment .“ --. 
But what Law hath an Infant violated ?- 
What Goodneſs hath it abuſed ? What Goſ⸗ 
wy ont it =P iſed ? 

Scripture/ and experience abun- 
— , chathurhan nature is miſerably 
h relation to its firſt Proge- 
Jr 5 wr 4 this is never mentioned as the im- 


| mettiats: cauſe of condemnation: but on the 


contrary, the. infpired. wri uniformly 

aſſert, that it is founded on Bad, Works, — 
From whence it is evident, that in the pro- 
ceſs of the great day, Sinners will be arraign- 


ed, tried and convicted, on the ground of 


their moral 3 The natural cohſc- 
ence of which, molt reaſona ars to 
be, the ſalvation of Infants, "7 wr” 

For a further illuſtration of the point, it 
may not be improper, to have recourſe td 
ſuch other parallel Texts, which ſerve to 
Nrengthen and-confirm it. The firſt we ſhall 
produce, is from Ecclefiaftes xii. 14. For 
Goyp ſhall bring every work into judgment, 
” 128905 every ſecret thang, whether it be good, 


* Without 1 — OS faith md holineſs. 
p tk, XXV, + . 


Fe or 


— 


d, &* or whether it be evil,“ The next we 
ty hall inſtance, proceeded from the lips of our 
s, incarnate Saviour. Marvel not at this: 
he for the time . is; ; coming; in the which 


« yoice,-/ and. ſhall come forth, they that 


« life, and they that have done evil, unto 
« the reſurrection of damnation.” 


1- | 
ly Paul's e. d = rig on this im- 
On portant Subject. 5 ho will render to 
1- Ml © every man agcording te bis deeds, in the 
e © day: when Gop- ſhall judge the ſecrets 
of men, by J=sts CHRIST,“ Rom. ii. 


6, 16. Enoch alſo the ſeventh from Adam 
prophecied ſaying, “ Behold the Lenp com- 


5 

1 « e th with ten thouſand of his ſaints to exe- 
f Wl © cute judgment upon all, and to convince 
- Kall that are ungadly among them, of all 


o Ml © their ungodly deeds,” Jude 14, 15. John 
beightens the ſubject, and brings it to a de- 
it gree of perfection. And I faw the dead, 


d il © ſmall and great, ſtand before Gop; and 


o fl © the books were. opened: and another book 
was opened, which is the book of life: 
rand. ther dead were judged out of. thoſe 
, ll © things, which, were written in the books, 
- 66, i 1 


ing to their works... And the ſea gaye 


up the ad which 1 


1 : 


* and hall, delivered up the dead which were 
in them; andithey were judged every man 
133 | d according 


| 1 
EEE INFAN TS. 23 
| "4 — —_— 
-'s : i 4 'B 


Q 
# % 4 
—I 
—_—_ oo = 
0 * 
2 
2 . 
Mr 
| . 
1 
* . 
4 


« all that ate in tlie Graves ſhall hear his 
have dame guad; unto the reſurrection of 


Joha v. 


28, 29. To the ſame import, is the Apoſtle 


y 
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06 according. to their works," Rev. XX. 1 2 
13. Pertinent to which alſo is Chap. xxi. 
12. And behold, I come quickly: and ny 
reward is with me, to give every man ac 
4 cording as his work ſhall be.“ 


In each of theſe Texts, the Subſtantives 
Works, Deeds; and the Verb Done, retain in the 
fulleſt ſenſe, the Idea in the re and 


plainly refer to moral actiont; of which (cri. 
| minal) actions, agreeable to the expreſs mean. 
ing and acceptation of the words, Infants can- 


not be guilty; and therefore not chargeable 
with them. From all which, we think ther 


is ſufficient evidence in their favour; and 

from which we may draw the reaſonable 
and pleaſing conclufion, that not any of thek 
little ones will how: 


— 


CHAP: 0 Þ 
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Parents, -who have been deprived Wi their Infant 
eins, given. q 


ADVICE c 


N P Is true your Infant hath taken it: 
leave of you, the delight of your eyes 
and the 


Joy of your heart is gone': but why 
pur med with grief? Conſider the ma. 
ny difficulties, with which mortals have to 


ENCHUnter,, in this inhoſpitable world. Caſt 


your 


** SO- 


* * ny nt + of N 12 1 : * '% 
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your eyes around; affecting ſcenes of human 
cares, will ſoon preſent themſelves to your 
attentive view. Think on the thorny path 
which you .yourſelf have trod. And could 
you with your dear babe continued here, to 
know what BR have known, or feel what 

you have felt? Surely to die and be with 
CHRIST is far better. It will now know 

no corrupt nature to inſnare, no tempting 
enemy to deceive; no vain world to engroſs 
its thoughts, no unkind language to- accoſt 
its ear; no aching heart, or troubled breaſt, 
nor weeping eyes. Which had it been the 
purpoſe of God to have continued it in life, 
that life would unqueſtionably, have been 
imbittered with many ſorrows. The cer- 
tainty of which, is ſtrikingly expreſſed in the 


following lines. 


Not from the duſt affliction grows, 
Nor troubles riſe by chance: 
« But we are born to cares and woes: 
A fad inheritance! 


« As ſparks break out from burning coals, 
« And ſtill are upwards borne ; 
So grief "EASE in our fouls, 
And man grows up to mourn.” | 
F ; Watts. 


You have now ſeen the end of the beloved 
Object; which as it puts a final period to 
any future concern for its welfare; ſo it 
ought to be matter of comfort to yau, that it 

. D 1 


f 
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enjoys a far better portion, - than you could 


poſſibly have provided for it on earth, 
A PVIeE II. 


TAKE care, leſt you entertain any hard 


th ts of Gop, ſo as to murmur at his 
— in providence. Ruther foy with the 
fulleſt reſignation, the Lon p gave and the 
* Load hath taken away: His work is 
+ perfect, for all his in mee 
+ Gop of truth and without iniquity, juſt 
and right is be 4.” Therefgre © hear the 
rod and know who hath appointed it f. Be 


dumb and open not your month, becaulc 
« theLoxD hath done ith.” The affectionate 
Mother, who had recently been exerciſed with 
painful ſenſations, occaſioned by the loſs of 
an only Son: on being aſked by Gehazi, fer- 
vant to the Prophet Eliſha, Is it well with 
„ thee? Is it well with thy Huſband ? 1; 
„it well with the Child? Anſwered it 15 
« well ||.” May this be the real temper of 
your mind. It is your duty, it is your wil- 
dom, and it is your intereſt alſo, to learn 
the noble art of moderating all your for- 
rows. | 


| ADVICE m. 
WP are too apt to attribute certain events, 
and even eat itſelf, to ſome ſecondary 


Job i. 21. + Deut. xxxii. 44 Þ Micah vi. 9. { Pſaln 
XXXIX, 9g. || 2 Kings iv. 26. 


cauſe; 
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cauſe; without prop perly confideting the firſt ; 
and think, if it had not been for 7his or that 
cireumſtance, like Mary, my Friend or Child 
had not died. This not unfrequently, proves 


the ſource of many painful refteftions. But 
is W when every prudent erideavour hath been 
i uſed, for the preſervation of life; fuch un- 
Ve necefMary tnodes of reaſoning ought to be ſuf- 


pended. ' There is an appointed time to 
ie A pen earth *.“ Yea; and the very 
« bounds' of his habitation are fixed; and be- 
« yord them he cannot paſs +.” The All- 
wiſe Superintendent, accompliſhes his pur- 
poſes by -facly means, which no human wif- 
dom can foreſee, nor prudence poſſibly pre- 
vent. David might ee and faſt, and pray, 
for the life of his Child; but his weeping, 
faſting and praying, could not revoke the un- 

alterable decree 1. 


CONSIDER, how many Parents, like 
Iſaac and Rebecca, experience the conduct of 
ſome of their Children a grief of mind unto 
them ? How often is the peace of Families 
broken by their undutiful behaviour? And 
what ſad preſages appear, of their following 
a multitude to do evil? The firſt Parents of 
our race, had a malicious Cain; good old 


Jeb viva, + Job xiv. 5. Adds xvii, 26. f 2 Sam. 
xi. 16, 17, 18. r . 9 
201 D 2 | Eli, 
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Eli, a Hophni and Phinehas ſons of Belial; 


and David a rebellious Abſalom. There! is 


| reaſon to believe, that the unkind and un- 
podly y deportment of many Children, hath 


en the cauſe, of wick 4 * gray hairs of 


their aged Parents with ſorrow to the grave. 
For how frequent alas! do inſtructions and 
prayers prove ineffectual? Every mean fails 
of the deſired ſucceſs; and as diſtreſſed Pa- 
rents, are left under painful apprehenſions 
of their future danger. 1 1 uch circum- 
ſtances to yourſelyes; We are inclined to 
think, that there is ſufficient cauſe to prefer 
your preſent loſs, to ſuch ſore uh. [4 "here- 


fore, | 12 402 


Why ſwells your r Heart ? Why flow your Tears ? 
Why throbe your Parent-Breaſt ? 

Whence Sighs and Groans? Whience "AU Tags? 
Your Babes are gone to Reſt. 


Forbear, my Friends, forbear to mourn, 
And let your Sorrow ceaſe : 
Tay Angel's 9 they're {ately borne, 
7 o Realms or Joy and l 


A D V 1C 2 v. 
LET the happineſs of your Aue not 


only conciliate your minds to their removal; 

but let it become a motive to you, to con- 
template more on the heavenly ſtate. The 
very thouglit of having ſuch there, of ſo near 
affinity to you, is truly * 6 Set, 1 
fore 


, ,, 
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« fore your affections on things above, not 
« on things on the earth *. And when you 
bid adieu to mortal concerns, O what un- 
ſpeakable pleaſure will ariſe, from an inter- 
view with each other in bliſs ! What con- 


gratulations! What unknown raptures will 


each feel, on ſo deſirable a Hacking ! The 
hymning throng of Saints and Angels round, 
will be the delightful Spectators of ſuch mu- 


tual joy, and ſhare in the triumph of your 


een! i! 

e ee e VECE YE . 
POSSIBLY ſome may read this little 

Treatiſe, whoſe tender Offspring have taken 

their flight from this vale of tears, and are 


now ſweetly employed in the charming ex- 
erciſe of the heavenly world; while they 


themſelves are neither 23 for, nor con- 


cerned about an admiſſion there. And is it 
ſo, my dear Friends? O that you were 
« wiſe, that you underſtood this, that you 
„would conſider your latter end.” Remem- 
ber, death with all its trying ſolemnities, and 
judgment with all its divine realities he be- 
fore you; and as the former leaves you, ſo 
the latter will certainly find you: for as 
the tree falls ſo it hes.” Have you not 


— 
- 


Col. iii, 2. 
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thonght of has day, eren you miſt bolt up 
Toke trembling hand to ſerovan's awful 
ar, and hear your laſt deciſive Sentence, 
from which there is no appeal? Have you 
not heard, that the wicked fall go away 
into everlaftitig puniffimtht * !“ That 
ſudden deſtruction ſhall come upon them, 
« Aid that they ſhalt. ot efcape +?” Tour 
cafe, and that of your lovely Infants widely 
differ: for your titte to falvation, muſt be 
proved by a change of heart and Hfe. Von 
* muſt be born again, without which you 
“ cannot ſee the Kingdom'of Gop f.“ „0 
„ {etk the Lord while he may be found, 
e call upon him while he is near Now 
is the accepted time, now is the day of ſal - 
% vation 8. Diligently uſe the means of 
grace, watch at wiſdom's gate, wait at the 
s poſt of her doors *.“ Bow te. ather of 
all mercies, by the power of his HoLy Spi- 
RET, to create a elean heart, and to renew a 
right ſpirit within you . Intreat him to 
£5 pardon your miquity, for it is great 11. 
Plead the meritorious ſufferings and death of 
* the Lon D IEsus. Reſt on that glorious atone- 
1 ment which he has made. - Carefully abſtain 
"Is - from all appearance of evil, and chearfully 
devote the remnant of your days unto him. 


j | 
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— will gas ſtand before the Lamb, 

Wien oh ng Seas are fled; 

And hear the Judge pronounce your Name, 
„Wich Ble goo your Micad:” un 


Watis, | 
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CHAP. VI. 

Osesxvarions FROM THE WHOLE, | 
OBSERVATION IL. 
TIROBABLY an objection may ariſe, 
- congerning the prerequiſites neceſſary to 
falvation, fuch as regeneration, repentance, 
faith, &c. In anſwer to which, let it ſuffice 
to fay, that allowing the vaſt wy ere 


there is ſubſiſting, between the ftate of an 
Infant and an Adult; the difficulty may be 


eaſily removed. Regeneration and Sanctiſica- 


tion from innate pollution, is the work of the 
HoLy SPIRIT, whoſe operation on an Infant 
heart, meets no reſiſtance . As to Repentance, 
it is neither reaſonable, neceſſary nor poſſible, 


that an Infant ſhould experience it ; becauſe 
as it never committed evil, fo it can poſſeſs 


We do nat intend by thisexpreſiion, to convey an Idea, that the 


operations of the Hol x GyosT on the heart of an Adult, may 


be eſſęctually reſiſted, no, the reverſe of which, is one of the 
Capital Dodirines of the Bible. See Pſalm ex. 3. Rom. U. 19. 
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no conſciouſneſs of it. Likely the greateſt 
difficulty may ariſe, relative to the exerciſe 
of Faith; acts of which it cannot be ſup- 
poſed to put forth, nor can it be expedted : 
neither can it with propriety be thought, that 
the want of it will render its ſalvation preca- 
rious. What revelation may be made to it, 
is to us unknown, nor is it material; for mi- 


racles are not to be expected, when the pur- 


poſes of Gop can be effected in an ordinary 
way. It is to be obſerved, that an Infant 
is juſtified by the imputed righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST, in like manner as one of years and 
knowledge. Nor can its incapacity of know- 
ing, diſtinguiſhing or contemplating the ob- 
ject of it; any more obſtruct its future hap- 
pineſs, than its want of erudition, reaſon or 
ſpeech. And if it be admitted, that a part 
of this little generation will be ſaved; the 
difficulty will immediately vaniſh with re- 
ſpect to the prerequiſites of the whole. 


"OBSERVATION II. 


5 


TO what age the divine clemency ex- 
c 


tends, in the before-mentioned ſenſe ; or 
what allowances are made for natural de- 
fects, we pretend not to ſay. But ſtill are 
inclined to think, that until a child 1s capa- 
ble, of properly diſtinguiſhing between good 
and evi; and is conſcious, that the one is 
pleaſing, and the ozher diſpleaſing in the 
. ne ſight 
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fight of the Ar Mehr v, its ſalvation may 
be resſociably hoped. 


OBSERVATION 11. 


FROM hence we may obſerve, that tho? 
it is an awful and an truth, that 
but few Adults will be ſaved, compared with 
the general bulk of mankind ; yet that de- 
ficiency will be conſiderably ſupplied, by the 
ſalvation of Infants. 


'T 


OBSERVATION IV. 


NOTHING is here advanced, that can 
in the leaſt degree, countenance Parents to 
uſe any unneceſſary Rite with their Infant 
— logs ; ſeeing their happineſs is not de- 
ent on any Form or Ceremony whatſo- 
* 2 have the gift of foreknow- 
ledge to diſcover, whether his or that Babe 
will arrive to manhood, or be removed by 
death in a State of Infancy. Yea, were they 
endowed with ſuch a foreſight, they ought 
not to cauſe either of them, to paſs under a 
certain Goſpel Ordinance, neither in its im- 
proper, no nor in its proper form, 


OBSERVATION v. 
WHAT has been ſaid on this ſubject, 


is by no means intended to weaken the exer- 
E ciſe 
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cafe of natural gfieftion.:: ** Cart a woman for- 
get her ſucking child, that ſhe ſhould not 
have compaſſion on the ſon of her womb ? 
Vea, ſhe may forget“. But this ſtrange 
conduct, is a maniteſt proof of its being a 
very unuſual thing, altogether contrary to the 
common courſe of nature; and it is that, 
which muſt inevitably procure indelible diſ- 
grace, to the inhuman Parent who is guilty 
of it. Nor would we be underſtood to intend 
a ſtoic ___ ſtate of mind. This is nothing leſs 
than to be inſuſceptible, of one of the nobleſt 
feelings of the human heart. Death brings 
a ſolemnity with it wherever it comes, but 
it 18 peculiarly affecting, when it takes place 
among our friends and relatives; and parti- 
cularly ſo, when it attends the dear little ob- 
jects of our affectionate; embraces. Nature 
cannot refrain from dropping a ſilent tear; 
and it is with great reluctancy, the fond Pa- 
rent unfolds his loving arms, and reſigns 
them to the cold manſion of the grave. 
Neyertheleſs, to alleviate the mind, under 
ſuch bereaving diſpenſations; by a certain 
hope of their future happineſs, is the imme- 
diate object of our attempt. 


OBSERVATION VI 


LASTLY we infer, that it is a duty 
incumbent on you, to train up thoſe Child- 


* Ifaiah xlix. 15. 
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and admonition of the Lon D*. Without 
which you will be guilty of very criminal 
neglect; and probably become acceſſary to 
their everlaſting. ruin. The danger appa- 
rently increaſes as they advance in years. 
For whatſoever be the ſecret purpoſe of the 
ALMIGHTY concerning them, you cannot 
diſcharge your conſciences, nor fulfil your 
truſt; without uſing every poſſible means, 
that might tend to inform their judgment, 


and ſecure them from thoſe vices, to which 


youth is commonly expoſed. And although 
you cannot communicate grace to them, yet 
who knows but the Lord may bleſs your 
endeavours, and make them happily inſtru- 


mental to the beſt of purpoſes ? Means are 


uſually connected with the end, and there- 


fore the great Legiſlator of the Jews, in one 
of his ſolemn addrefles to them, preſſes them 
to a proper attention to this duty. And 
” theſe words which I command thee this 
* day, ſhall be in thine heart. And thou ſhalt 
e teach them diligently unto thy children, 
and ſhalt talk of them when thou fitteſt in 


A thine houſe, and when thou walkeſt by the 
way, and when thou lieſt down, and when 


* thou riſeſt up.“ Deut. vi. 6, 7. May the 
LonDenable you to do and bear his will, with 


* Epheſ. vi. 4. | 
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a becoming ſpirit and temper. Take, my 
** Brethren, the Prophets, who have ſpoken 
in the name of the Lonxp, for an example 
of ſuffering affliction, and of patience... 
** Behold we count them happy, which en- 
dure. Ye have heard of the tence of 
1 | and have ſeen the end of the Lonn“.“ 

of patience, that after ye 
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* James v. 10, 11. Reb. X. 36. 
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